Vatican Envoy Issues 


Presented 


@ifhe Foreign Policy Association’s For- 
gen Policy Bulletin of December 15, 1951 
s rendered a constructive service by 
@2senting two opposing views of Presi- 

ot Truman’s nomination of an ambas- 
Hior to the Vatican. 


The Roman Catholic view is stated by 
sorge A. Lindbeck, an instructor in 
ilosophy and historical theology at 
le University. He holds that Protes- 
at opposition to such an appointment 
eflects a disturbing lack of the sense of 
portion’’ and illustrates ‘‘the narrow- 
ss and defensiveness of the only issues 
which Protestants apparently can 
ite with vigor.’’ Diplomatic recogni- 
~n of the Vatican ‘‘is an executive act 
e and simple’’ and ‘“‘the question of 
rmstitutionality does not arise.’’ He 
Ids that such an appointment does not 
ve to the Roman Catholic Church any 
-rt of preferential status, but in the next 
mragraph he says, ‘‘It is true that the 
‘ects of this action may be in some ways 
neficial to American Roman Catholi- 
sm, although this is by no means cer- 
in.’’ He then argues ‘‘the fact that a 
»vernment policy affects various relig- 
us bodies differently does not in itself 
‘present unequal treatment nor favorit- 
om,’’ though how he justifies this dictum 
difficult to comprehend. His assertion 
mat “‘the government through its cliap- 
4incies subsidizes the propagation of 
yme religions view-points but not of 
fhers,’’ the ‘‘varied application of prop- 
y laws to different sorts of ecclesias- 
ical structure, and the treatment of 
-acifists in wartime’’ strike this writer 
ks highly irrelevant. It will probably 
rprise the Chaplains’ Corps to learn 
kat the government subsidizes the prop- 
-gation of particular religious view-points 
m the armed forces. It is equally sur- 
srising to be told that property laws are 
pplied differently to different religious 
“roups, or that pacifists of certain relig- 
ous beliefs are treated differently from 
others. Boiled down to essence this 
irgument is a veiled plea for the very 
hing Mr. Lindbeck denies that Catholics 
ive seeking — preferential treatment for 
‘heir church. 


It is in his concluding paragraphs, how- 
aver, that Mr. Lindbeck lets the cat out 
of the bag. ‘‘It is important for us to 
“ommunicate with the Vatican on the 
liplomatie level’’ because the Vatican 
joes influence the Catholic political 
parties throughout Europe. The Vatican 
is, then, active in international politics, 
just as Avro Manhattan (The Vatican 
in World Politics) charges and as has 
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News- 
Letter 


Indianapolis, Indiana 


Vatican Nomination 
Withdrawn 


In an adjoining column will be 
found a review of a discussion of the 
issues in the President’s proposal to 
send an American ambassador to the 
Vatican. Since that article was writ- 
ten the President has withdrawn the 
nomination of General Mark Clark for 
this appointment, reportedly at the 
General’s request. Protestants should 
not be deceived by this withdrawal or 
lulled into supposing that the 
matter is settled. The issue with Prot- 
estants never was General Clark. It 
goes deeper than that. Not personali- 
ties but principles are at stake. An 
ambassador to the Vatican is an am- 
bassador to a church, not to a state, 
for the state of Vatican City is a sub- 
terfuge that has no meaning apart 
from the papacy of which it is a part. 
Even the Vatican itself is beginning 
to make it clear that what it wants is 
representation on the ecclesiastical 
rather than upon the political basis. 
To diplomatic representation of our 
country to any church Protestants will 
never yield in their unalterable opposi- 
tion. TAC 


been proved time and again by its ac- 
tions! 

For the Protestant side, Dr. Henry P. 
Van Dusen, president of Union Theolog- 
ical Seminary, hangs his argument on two 
questions: (1) Would a Vatican embassy 
strengthen our fight against Commu- 
rism? and (2) Would a Vatican em- 
bassy really constitute a departure from 
basic American principles, and how seri- 
ous would such a departure be? 

In answer to the first question he 
quotes Time that ‘‘the efficiency of the 
Vatican’s ‘worldwide information serv- 
ice’ has probably been exaggerated for 
many years.’’ ‘‘On at least three recent 
occasions of the highest importance itself 
_.. the Vatican received its first informa- 
tion from secular sourees.’’ These three 
occasions were: the agreement between 
the Polish government and the Roman 
Catholic bishops, the banishment of Arch- 
bishop Joseph Beran from Prague, and 
the trial and sentence of Archbishop 
Joseph Grosz in Hungary. Dr. Van 
Dusen quotes the State Department, 
charged with evaluating the Myron 
Taylor mission to the Vatican, as saying, 
‘‘No information of substantial value was 
derived which could not have been ob- 
tained in other ways.’’ Moreover, says 
Dr. Van Dusen, ‘‘the highest officials of 
the State Department are indifferent, 

(Cont’d. on P. 4, Col. 2) 
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Men Who Play God 


It is one of the cardinal points of 
Christian faith that man works together 
with God in achieving his purposes in 
history. It is also the point of one of the 
oldest myths of the bibical story that man 
is tempted to raise his own structures 
with the desire and intention of supplant- 
ing God only to be confounded in the 
attempt. 

Three stories in the New York Times 
at the close of the year raise issues on 
both sides of this ambiguous observation, 
These stories are of special interest in the 
light of some crucial factors in the pres- 
ent world situation. 


One of these factors is that the pres- 
sure of rapidly rising populations on food 
supply in our day constitutes a major 
cause of human unrest and conflict. Un- 
less the upward curve of population can 
be flattened out somewhat, there seems 
to be little hope for alleviating the misery, 
famine, and even starvation of millions 
of people each year. Paradoxically, bet- 
ter health, sanitation, education and gen- 
cral social improvement of the depressed 
masses actually increases this problem 
rather than diminishes it. For these 
conditions increase the number of peo- 
ple — by decreasing infant mortality 
and lengthening the life span of adults. 

Another of the problems is set by the 
fact that we are rapidly using up and 
consuming by waste a great part of the 
natural resources of earth — oil, soil, 
coal, iron, mineral salts, and others. The 
problem of soil is particularly acute, for 
the thin skim of earth which we eall soil 
is the indispensable source of man’s food. 

Beyond and beneath the political ten- 
sions and conflict which curse our age 
lie three most serious unanswered ques- 
tions (1) Can the soil be made and kept 
sufficiently productive to provide food 
for the human race? (2) Can we capture 
and harness enough energy to refine the 
raw materials of earth for human neces- 
sities? (3) Can the population of the 
earth be kept within such bounds that its 
reduction by disease and conflict will not 
be the expected lot of mankind? 

The stories referred to above would 
seem to have revoluntionary implications 
for all of these questions. 

One was the story from Idaho Falls, 
Idaho, that ‘‘scientists have produced 
useful electric power from atomic energy 
for the first time.’’ It was not the first 
time that the energy of atomic fission had 
been converted into energy for peaceful 
uses, however; for on November 17 Bri- 
tain’s Ministry of Supply announced 
that the atomic plant at Harwell had 
begun operation of an installation by 

(Cont’d. on P. 4, Col. 1) 
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Dare We Face “The Challenge?” 


One of the most impressive audio-vis- 
ual resources in the field of civil rights 
this writer has ever seen is the March 
of Time documentary, ‘‘The Challenge,’’ 
now available through the Department 
of Audio-Visual Services of the United 
Society. The film, which takes about 20 
minutes to run, is based on the report 
of the President’s Commission on Civil 
Rights. In the script a newspaper re- 
porter and a photographer are sent to 
cover the trial of two white men accused 
of killing a Negro who had registered 
as a voter. When the killers were ac- 
quitted in record time the managing 
editor commissioned the reporter and the 
photographer to make a nationwide in- 
vestigation into civil rights in the United 
States. The film portrays what they 
found. They visit every part of the 
United States —- North, South, East, and 
West. They interview ministers, includ- 
ing Bishop Henry Knox Sherrill, presi- 
dent of the National Council of Churches 
and Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam of The 
Methodist Church, Governors, industrial- 
ists, employers, and members of minority 
groups in all parts of the nation. The 
conditions they find illustrate the facts 
cited in the report of the President’s 
commission. In addition to cases of 
violence, they find Negroes denied the 
right to register and vote, though ob- 
viously qualified to do so. They discover 
that it is difficult for persons belonging 
to minority groups to get jobs in some 
places or to get into professional schools. 
They find minority groups unable to get 
decent houses or to use playgrounds and 
swimming pools provided for the public. 
But they find some good things also — 
evidence of America’s growing concern 
for the rights of all her citizens, though 
that concern is not yet strong enough to 
put an end to many of the evils. 

This is a film that is sure to stir up 
discussion — even controversy. But why 
should churches steer clear of it when 
theatres can take it? The Department 
of Audio-Visual Services has prepared 
a manual to send along with the film 
which is designed to prepare the audience 
for the showing and to guide constructive 
discussion afterward. It is excellent for 
youth and adult groups where controver- 


sial issues can be faced without emotion. 
J.A.C. 
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Washington Round-Up 


State of the Union: An American 
austerity era will envelope the nation in 
1952, as the defense mobilization pro- 
eram hits its stride. The military drain 
on materials is promised for several years 
in which civilian goods production will 
be reduced, new church construction pro- 
hibited, and social services of various 
kinds sharply curtailed. As Congress re- 
turned to Washington, deeply concerned 
with the appetite of the war machine, 
there was ample evidence of “‘ budgetary 
frustration.’’? Facing prospects of an 
482 billion budget in the fiscal year 1952, 
legislators came determined to cut some- 
where to avoid a further raise in taxes 
during an election year. The Federal 
Security Agency budget, for example, 
is likely to be under attack. The wide- 
spread humanitarian functions of FSA 
in education, health and welfare can be 
safely cut by Congress since they do not 
affect national defense. Guns, battleships, 
and airplanes are the criteria of patriot- 
ism in Washington in 1952, and generally 
considered a ‘‘safe’’ issue for Congress- 
men facing the voters next November. 
Few legislators will seek to dig up the 
‘‘Fair Deal,’’ and make a fight for 
social services whose long run addition 
to the nation’s strength must be caleu- 
lated in decades. 


Marshall Plan Obiturary: At midnight, 
December 31, 1951, the Marshall Plan 
was buried and a new ideal born in the 
form of the Mutual Security Agency 
(MSA). The Marshall Plan, through 
the Economie Cooperation Administra- 
tion (ECA), spent $12 billion in three 
years to rebuild Europe’s war-torn econ- 
omy and restored hope to governments 
fighting both communism and fascism. 
Most of this aid was economic. MSA, 
which takes over ECA’s job, will spend 
$6 to $8 billion annually to provide mili- 
tary supplies for countries in Europe and 
the Middle East. 


UMT ACTION: Chairman Carl Vin- 
son (D., Ga.) of the House Military Af- 
fairs Committee, has announced his hope 
that the House will vote on Universal 
Military Training eatly in Mareh. Hear- 
ings before his Committee commenced 
January 15. Secretary of Defense 
Robert Lovett was the first scheduled wit- 
ness, to be followed by other military 
leaders including Chief of Staff, General 
Omar Bradley, Assistant Secretary of 
Defense Anna Rosenberg and Selective 
Service Director, General Lewis Hershey. 
Opposition witnesses were due for a 
hearing early in February. Rep. Vinson 
said he would restrict testimony to con- 
sideration of the Plan presented by the 
National Security Training Commission. 
On this basis, witnesses will testify and 
Congressmen vote for or against the 
Plan calling for 6 months of training for 
all men at age 18, followed by 714 years 
in the Reserves. Rep. Vinson has also 
placed before Congress a ‘‘vote catching’’ 
addition to the Plan, which would start 
the permanent conscription idea with 
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60,000 UMT volunteers. The ‘‘volun- 
teers’? participating in the Vinson pro- 
eram, which competes with Selective 
Service, would go into the regular army 
or reserves after their pilot training un 
der UMT. As the Senate prepared to 
take up the UMT bill, Senator Richard 
Russell (D.Ga.), the powerful Chairman 
of the Armed Services Committee 
warned that enactment of such legisla- 
tion during an election year was doubtful 
(On January 16, Rep. Vinson introduced 
a surprise measure to scrap the present 
draft law and put UMT into operation 
immediately. Editors.) 


Vatican Ambassador: Mail has been 
pouring into Congressional offices oppos- 
ing the nomination of Gen. Mark Clark 
to be Ambassador to the Vatican. Sen 
ators Edward Martin and James Du 
Pennsylvania Republicans, have received 
more than 100,000 letters of protest. 
They report additional letters are being 
received at the rate of 2,000 a day. In 
view of the heaviest mail on any legisla- 
tion in recent history, Capitol observers 
continue to predict that General Clark 
will not be confirmed. (Since this was 
written the Clark nomination has been 
withdrawn. Editors.) 


Civil Rights: Amendment of Senate 
rules to halt Southern filibusters ig still 
the key to most civil rights legislation. 
3efore FEPC or bills outlawing the poll 
tax and lynching can be seriously con- 
sidered the present Senate cloture rule 
requiring an affirmative vote of 64 Sen 
ators will have to be changed. Four bills 
revise the rules invoking cloture are be 
fore the Senate: (1) the most liberal 
(S. Res. 41) by Senator Morse (R. Ore.) 
would require a simple majority to stop 
a filibuster; (2) a constitutional majority 
of 49 would be necessary under legisla 
tion (S. Res. 52) by Senators Ives (R.- 
N.Y.) and Lodge (R. Mass.); and (3) a 
compromise between a simple majority 
and two-thirds (S. 105), introduced by 
five Democractic Senators. Although the 
1948 platforms of the Republican and 
Democratic parties endorsed civil rights 
planks, the issue in 1952 apparently 
will continue in its traditional role of a 
political football. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Loyalty: Mr. John Stewart Service, 
a U.S. career diplomat, has been dis- 
charged from his State Department post 
because of ‘‘doubtful loyalty.’’ On a half- 
dozen previous occasions, the loyalty of 
Mr. Service had been reaffirmed by his 
State Department superiors and Con- 
gressional Committees. The President’s 
Loyalty Review Board, under the con- 
stant attacks of Senator Joseph Me- 
Carthy (R. Wis.), recently changed its 
rules under the President’s direction, 
reversing the traditional Anglo-Saxon 
principle of placing the burden of proof 
upon the accuser and making it necessary 
to discharge a government employe where 
“‘doubt”’ exists as to his loyalty. Thus, 
a person charged with ‘‘disloyalty’’ by 
Senator McCarthy, is presumed guilty 

(Cont’d. on P. 3, Col. 2) 
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On Social Frontiers 


trange Bedfellows. The December 
1 Newsletter issued by the Chicago of- 
f of the National Conference of Chris- 
Wes and Jews carried a two column 
Ftograph over the caption ‘‘Beverage 
‘ders Raise $12,000.’’ Underneath 

the statement ‘‘Congratulations are 
order for the leaders of the first aleo- 
Wc beverage fund drive, who raised 
4.000 for NCCJ at a dinner in the 
#erman Bal Tabarin,’’ followed by the 
Woes of the speakers and promoters of 
W enterprise. For the liquor men it 
qs cheap at the price. 


* * * 


P'aptain Doubly Courageous. Captain 
wt Carlsen, master of the ship Flying 
tterprise, proved himself by all the 
rodards of the sea, to be a man of great 
‘sical courage. But it required some- 
ag more than mere physical courage, 
‘important as that quality is, to turn 
m the flood of offers of large sums 
writing, radio appearances and mo- 
picture jobs, totaling, according to 
“Ss reports, perhaps as much as a half 
-lion dollars. In refusing to capitalize 
his gruelling experience Captain Carl- 
_ has given our world an example of 
ral courage it sorely needs. No won- 
~ the cynical reporters waiting for him 
Falmouth, aware of these impending 
ers, gave him a ‘“‘good press!”’ 


* * e 


Bigger than Uncle Sam? Frank Costel- 

noted racketeer and reputed ezar of 
2 gambling and crime syndicate in the 
ited States, who refused to testify 
fore the Kefauver Committee was 
Jught to trial in the federal court in 
nuary for contempt of Congress. The 
y, after deliberating for more than 
‘ven hours was discharged without 
iching a verdict. Radio news reports 
oted a juror as saying that eleven 
embers of the jury were for conviction, 
t+ one member stubbornly held out for 
squittal. Is Costello powerful enough 
influnce the selection jurors? 


* * * 


GIs and Generals. On January 15, 
sngress fell all over itself to rush 
rough a bill to increase military pay. 
3 usual, the nearly $900 million increase 
_ federal expenditures was justified on 
‘e grounds of the needs of G.Is. But 
hen the bill came out, the lowly recruit 
ot $7.50 a month to add to his $75, while 

major general, already receiving 
1145.75 per month plus a substantial 
um for personal expenses, got a monthly 
ay raise of $114.68 — $1,376.16 per 
sar! If you have to go to war be sure 
» gO aS a major general! 


* * * 


February is Brotherhood Month. Why 
ot organize a study group on race 
lations and use the program guide and 
‘source packet ‘‘Our Community and Its 
inority Peoples?’’ 35 cents. 
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Church Conventions 
And Business 


In the lush postwar years church 
groups have found it increasingly diffi- 
cult to find hotel and convention hall 
accommodations in centers where these 
conveniences plus adequate transporta- 
tion facilities are available. In some 
cases hotel managers frankly say that 
they shy away from church conventions 
because religious groups do not patronize 
their bars and nightclubs as liberally as 
do other types of convention-goers. This 
has worked a very genuine hardship on 
some of the larger communions such as 
the Disciples of Christ whose annual In- 
ternational Convention Assembly draws 
anywhere from 5,000 to 7,000 delegates or 
attendants. 


But if the experience of Indianapolis, 
Indiana is any criterion convention-goers 
do not spend as much for liquor as some 
people seem to think they do. Joseph 
J. Cripe, seeretary-manager of the Indi- 
anapolis Convention and Visitors Bureau, 
says that in 1951 that city entertained 
426 conventions, with an average atten- 
dance of 356 delegates each. The average 
delegate stayed 2.1 days in the city and 
spent a total of $47, bringing more than 
$7 million into the tills of the city’s 
business establishments. The average 
convention group spent $16,753.36 in the 
city. About 36 percent of this was spent 
in retail stores, 22 percent in restaurants, 
17 percent for hotel accommodations, 6 
percent for beverages, 5 percent for enter- 
tainment, 4 percent for garage service, 
and the remaining 10 percent for miscel- 
laneous items. Six percent of $47 is 
$2.82. Of course, large numbers of con- 
vention-goers spend nothing at all for 
liquor, so that the beverage checks of 
those who drink looms considerably larg- 
er than the average. The profit is reduced 
by harder wear and tear on hotel equip- 
ment and property damage often inflicted 
by drinking guests. Perhaps hotel mana- 
gers and convention bureaus should re- 
view their policies relative to church 
conventions. JAC. 


Round-Up... 
(Cont’d. from P. 2, Col. 3) 


unless he can prove his loyalty beyond 
any question of doubt. As a result of 
a single indiscretion in 1951, therefore, 
when Mr. Service gave ‘‘classified’’ mate- 
rial to the Amerasia magazine, he is 
branded as of doubtful loyalty. The 
single mistake weighed more heavily 
with the Loyalty Review Board than 
nearly two decades of loyalty and devo- 
tion to his country. As a result of the 
policy adopted by the Loyalty Review 
Board the traditional American doctrine 
of presentation of innocence until guilt 
is proved is reversed and the accusation 


itself becomes a presumption of guilt. 
RAF. 
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Information For D.P. Sponsors 


While every alien who enters the 
United States under the Displaced Per- 
sons Act of 1948 and the revised act of 
1950, is ‘given a document of important 
information by the sponsoring agency 
very often the sponsor does not see it. 
We are giving here some of the facts 
which will help the sponsor in answer- 
ing questions and in helping his family 
to comply with the requirements of the 
law. 


1, Any alien may make application for 
citizenship immediately. He starts the 
process by securing ‘‘Form 300’’ from 
the nearest district office of the Immigra- 
tion and Naturalization Service, the ad- 
dress of which may be obtained at the 
Post Office. All persons over 18 years of 
age are eligible to apply at once. 


2. If the alien is a man between the ages 
of 18 and 26, it is necessary for him to 
register at his nearest draft board by the 
time he has been in the U.S. six months. 
He must carry his draft card at all times. 


3. The sponsor should report the arrival 
of his family to the state DP Commission 
or similar organization handling such 
matters for that state. 


4. Within a few weeks after the family 
arrives they will receive a letter from the 
U.S. DP Commission requesting them 
to file papers giving their address and 
other data. Blanks for this registration 
may be secured from the state DP Com- 
mission or from the office in Washing- 
ton, D.C. 


If sponsors have other questions they 
should write to the Department of Social 


Welfare for information. 
R.E.M. 


It Is Being Done 


A group of women from the First 
Christian Church visited the state men- 
tal hospital in Topeka, Kansas. There 
they saw row after row of ‘‘hard’’ rock- 
ing chairs lined up in the halls, mute 
testimony of the many hours of just sit- 
ting and rocking on the part of patients. 
Right there and then a project was 
initiated to make 900 cushions for the 
rockers. Old mattresses were torn apart 
for cotton combined with new material 
to make these much needed articles. 


The state of Kansas buys only indoor 
clothing for the patient and when the 
weather is bad it means that the patients 
must stay indoors. The women’s group 
met this need by soliciting coats, over- 
coats, sweaters, gloves, overshoes, ete. 
These were made available to the men 
and women so they would be able to go 
out of doors regardless of the weather. 


Through the department of Christian 
Social Relations of the Kansas Council 
of Church Women these projects spread 
to other parts of the state. It IS being 
done! 

R.E.M. 


4 


Play God... 


(Cont'd. from P. 1, Col. 3) 

which the heat from an atomic pile was 
being used to heat an 80-room building. 

The chief significance of the story 
from Idaho Falls, perhaps, lies in the 
fact that this atomic plant is one of four 
plants engaged in an experiment to test 
“the feasibility of obtaining more fission- 
able material from the reactor than is 
put into it.’”’ If, as atomic scientists 
believe possible, they are able to ‘‘breed’”’ 
atomic energy, we will have a situation 
analogous to one in which an electric 
generator fed by coal would create in- 
stead of consume the coal! 


In comparison with such an achieve- 
ment, if it can be brought off, the old 
proverb about eating one’s cake and hav- 
ing it still would be too simple. The cake 
would actually grow bigger with each 
bite. 

The second story is of an achievement 
that’ has had much play in the news 
in quite recent weeks. It is to the effect 
that one of the larger chemical companies 
has perfected a soil-conditioner which 
will do instantaneously for hardpan and 
worn out soil a job of re-conditioning 
that would take scores of years and al- 
most unlimited labor to do by all pre- 
viously known methods. According to 
tests the chemical, called Krilium, is 
‘a hundred to a thousand times more 
efficient in improving the soil structure 
than compost, manure or peat moss, the 
only substances available for this pur- 
pose.’’ 

The third story, perhaps, much more 
replete with the promise of both good and 
evil than either of these two. It broke 
some months ago and has received some 
publicity. But it is summed up suc- 
einctly in the New York Times (Dee. 
30) in these words: ‘‘Anon-posionous 
chemical given to female rats reverses 
pregnancy with no harmful results. The 
discovery was made by Drs. Eli D. Gold- 
smith and C. W. Mushett of New York 
University’s College of Medicine. The 
unborn offspring were reabsorbed.’’ 

If — possible the correct word is 
when — this is made available for human 
use, old methods of birth-control may 
seem quite mild in comparison likewise, 
the enormous moral question raised by 
this ability to control prenatal life is 
staggering. One should perhaps note in 
this connection another story re-told on 
the same page, that in August a British 
scientist had announced the successful 
use of a method to freeze human sperm 
so as to make it available for artificial 
insemination decades hence. Thus a man 
may become the father of children gen- 
erations after his own death. 

It is frequently remarked that the 
scientific skills and powers of modern 
man have far exceeded his spiritual con- 
trols. If further proof were needed for 
this tragic truth it would seem to be 
given in such accounts as these — which 
strangely enough are generally received 
in silence and unconcern. W.W.S. 
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Vatican Envoy... 
(Cont’d. from P. 1, Col. 2) 


when not opposed, to the Vatican em- 
bassy, although they are not at liberty 
to reveal publicly their dissent from the 
President.’’ 


Nor can the Roman Catholic Church 
be counted on to prove a “‘ready and 
useful ally in the East-West conflict.’’ 
In fact, the Vatican has studiously de- 
clined to take any position with reference 
to that conflict. ‘‘Its pronouncements 
and actions have been directed against 
communism as an atheistic philosophy, 
just as it opposes naturalism, modernism, 
secularism, or any other philosophy 
which challenges Catholic faith,’’ some of 
which are dominant in countries with 
whose governments the Vatican has 
worked out satisfactory arrangements. 
Dr. Van Dusen notes that the Vatican 
has never named Russia or its satellites 
as the concrete embodiment of atheistic 
communism and cites the present Pope’s 
conecordats with Hitler and Mussolini and 
the Vatican’s support of Franco as evi- 
dence that the Vatican will ‘‘come to 
terms with any government which will 
permit minimum freedoms for its wor- 
ship.”’ 


On the second question, Dr. Van Dusen 
says that the founders of our Republic 
sought to exclude from this country 
‘‘any interlocking of church and govern- 
ment,’’ and were ‘‘especially opposed to 
any church which took to itself the pre- 
rogatives of a state,’’ their opposition 
being “‘buttressed by their knowledge of 
the tragic mischief done in Europe for 
centuries through the efforts of the Pa- 
pacy to direct and dominate govern- 
ments,”? a policy which the Roman 
Catholic Church has not altered. 


At stake, says Dr. Van Dusen, is much 
more than the President’s right to create 
embassies and name envoys, or even the 
wisdom in the present world situation of 
adhering to a traditional American prin- 
ciple. At stake is recognition of the 
Roman Catholic theory of church-state 
relations instead of the firmly established 
American principle of ‘‘unfettered free- 
dom for every church, special privileges 
for no church, and above all, no official 
recognition of any particular church.’’ 

J.A.C. 


Beware Of The Joker In U.M.T. 


One fact often overlooked is that un- 
der Universal Military Training boys who 
serve six months in its training program 
“oO immediately into the reserve for seven 
and a half years. In event of war or 
threat of war he will not be called by a 
civilian draft board authorized to defer 
him for good and sufficient cause, but he 
will be ordered by the military to don 
his uniform and report to camp. In 
snort, the day he enters UMT he is at the 
beck and call of the military for the next 
eight years. 
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Book Review 


Report on America, by Robert Paynk 
$3.50.* = 

An English writer with ten importan 
books to his credit (Sun Yat Sen, 
Revolt of Asia, Forever China, ete. 
writes a most challenging book on Ameri 
ca. Despite its 1949 copyright date it 1 
amazingly accurate in its appraisal, evel 
in these fast moving times. 3 

‘Mr. Payne is well acquainted with th 
United States, its achievements and it 
potentialities, but he sees both danger am 
hope in our future, more of hope thai 
of danger if we can be awakened to thi 
right use of our power. In his chapter o2 
‘“‘The Fabulous Engine Room,’’ he j 
amazed by our productive capacity ane 
the almost unlimited output of our ma 
chines. But he likewise sees us graduall} 
becoming the prisoner of our own powe 
and fears that the human dignity of 
men and women is being outraged by the 
nietallic dignity of the machine. He alse 
fears that lacking in spiritual disciplin 
we are being blinded by pride in ow 
naked power. The ultimate strength ¢ 
America, however, does not lie in its mg 
chines but in its people and our task as 
freedom-loving people should be ‘‘to sa; 
yes to all the potentialities of the huma: 


spirit . . . wherever these potentialities 
may be found.’’ It is in this he fears w 
may fail. We hold to the forms of free 


dom but so often fail to grasp its deepel 
meaning. In our mad rush for power w 
seem to forget that the earth itself is ex 
pendable. ‘‘There is a very real sens¢ 
in which naked power cancels out, but 
the power to bring food and sustenanee 
remains paramount.’’ This we shoul¢ 
remember when we use our power t¢ 
supply arms to reactionary governments 
to aid them in maintaining power and de 
so little to give social power to the people. 


The United States, the real champion 
of human dignity, is harassed from with- 
in by those who do not believe in human 
rights for all peoples, and has allowed 
itself to be turned aside from its real 
task in order to engage in a power strug: 
gle with Soviet Russia which enslaves the 
human spirit where posing as the champ- 
ion of the oppressed. But there is 2 
road that leads to America’s destiny of 
peace and freedom if only we have the 
insight to recognize it and the wisdom to 
follow it. On that road he erects some 
signboards. Chauvinists will not like 
this book but it is good medicine for seri- 
ous-minded Americans. 


For a generation that was born after 
Walter Rauschenbusch died I recommen 
‘‘A Gospel for the Social Awakening,’™ 
selections from the best of Rauschen- 
busch’s writings, compiled by Benjamin 
hh. Mays, with an introduction by G, 
Howard Hopkins. In this little book of 
jess than 200 pages you will get the gist 
of the message of this great prophet of 
social Christianity. T.AC, 
*Order from Sale Literature, 222 South 
Downey Ave., Indianapolis 7, Indiana. a 


